
Dust, noise and health issues 
• The 2015 consultation document for the new Hertfordshire Minerals Local Plan states that “residential proper

ties and other sensitive uses can be affected by dust up to 1km from the source”. 

• The government also stipulates in its 2014 Planning Practice Guidance document that any application should 

document, which this developer has not submitted with its planning documents.

• The UK Health and Safety Executive says breathing crystalline silica particles (a natural substance found in 

most rocks) sand and clay, can cause lung disease, including silicosis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

and lung cancer. 

• The existing Minerals Plan does not account for the health risks of silica dust.

• The assertion that the soil at the site is too soggy to generate dust is implausible and undermined by the 

separate statement from the developers that dust is generated from the same soil during agricultural use.

• The developers state in their proposal that the sand and gravel is damp and will therefore not create dust 

when dug. However, they are planning to stockpile supplies before loading lorries, which so it is bound to dry 

out.

• The methods that have been proposed to minimise dust are subjective and will not stop it altogether. 

• The developers are proposing to use lorries to move sand and gravel around the site instead of a much 

quieter conveyor system.

• The quarry developers have said that the noise levels will be very close to the legal limit. This noise would 

affect residents from 7am until 6pm from Monday to Friday as well as from 7am to 1pm on Saturday. 

Proximity to Bengeo Primary School and local residents
• Residents and parents of Bengeo School children are concerned that a 15 year daily exposure to low levels 

of this dust being produced just 320m from the school and 30m from some houses could represent an 

unacceptably high risk to our health.

• A minimum of 100 heavy lorries will arrive or depart via an entrance on the Wadesmill Road from 7am, six 

days a week.

• The lorry movement will not be spread evenly throughout the day. There are likely to be periods of 

groups (walkers, horse riders, cyclists and motorcyclists).

during the morning rush hour and have a potentially dangerous impact on children arriving at Bengeo Primary 

School.

Negative impact on the environment and wildlife
• It will turn a huge area of neighbouring green belt used daily by individuals, groups and families into a no-go 

industrial site.

• The proposed site is next to Waterford Heath, which is leased to Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust until 2096. 

The long term plans for the protection of wildlife, which have been developed by the Trust, would be 

threatened by gravel extraction so close by. 

• An independent environmental assessment of local wildlife should be conducted (Skylarks are a protected 

species).

Aquifer and any other water concerns  
• Extraction is very close to the Wadesmill Rd borehole.  

• There is potential for pollution from extraction or fuelling.

The Stop Bengeo Quarry group have established a number of working parties, which are 

conducting research into these issues and concerns.  Please get in touch if you would like 

to contribute to this process.

http://www.stopbengeoquarry.org.uk/

http://www.stopbengeoquarry.org.uk/
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Send your objection letter quoting ref number PL\0776\16 to; 

- Felicity Hart: Spatial Planning & Economy Unit CHN216, County Hall, Pegs Lane, 

  Hertford, SG13 8DN. Email: spatialplanning@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

- Andrew.Stevenson@hertfordshire.gov.uk

- Paul.Phillips@eastherts.gov.uk

- Patricia.Moore@eastherts.gov.uk

- planning@eastherts.gov.uk (but ref. 3/16/0770/CPO).

http://www.stopbengeoquarry.org.uk/

Plan of the Proposed Bengeo Quarry


